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Planting Mixes based on the National Vegetation Classification System
by Dr Joanna Francis (Imperial College & Ecoscope) and Grahame Dixie
This publication identifies the 54 NVC communities in grasslands, woodlands, mires and heaths which are most likely to be created.  It then sets out the major species in each, identifying high, medium and low density plants and providing sensible recommendation for species ratios and planting densities.  Additionally, recommendations are provided for enriching amenity sites, both in grassland and woodlands, with appropriate wildflowers based on the key environmental conditions of the site.  The publication provides the specifier with sensible guidelines to help re-create natural plant communities and is valuable for all those wishing to enrich and enhance existing sites.  124 pages with 44 tables. 

Publication costs £ 45
Recommendations for Wildflower & Orchid Planting in Grass & Woodlands
Wild Flower Plug plants in Grassland

by Grahame Dixie & Richard Bisgrove (Reading University)
This report, now in its third update, distills the research experience of Reading University with eight years of practical results into the key information for designers and specifiers who want to create successful wildflower areas in grass.  The document sets out the key indices of soil fertility, the role of seeds, the use of plants both in conjunction with seed and into established grass swards.  Recommendations are given to improve the design of naturalistic communities and for more formal landscapes as well as optimum planting times and densities, site preparation, subsequent management regimes and costs for budgeting.

Use of Woodland Herbaceous Plug Plants for the Enhancement of Field Layers in Established Plantations

by Grahame Dixie and Dr Joanna Francis (Imperial College and Ecoscope)
The successful woodland wildflower establishment techniques developed by Universities are only just being put into commercial practice.  This report sets out the practical details of these techniques and covers site assessment, with particular regard to the amount of shade, and goes on to consider the use and costs of seed,  suitable species for planting, the timing of operations, planting densities, management requirements and key unit costs for budgeting.

The Use of Some Native Orchids in Landscaping and Habitat Creation

by Sheena McKendrick (Sheffield University) Grahame Dixie and Norman Heywood (Hardy Orchids Ltd)
Now that native orchids are being commercially propagated, this paper sets out the best practices for establishing orchids.  It is written by a leading researcher and practical nurserymen and covers site requirements, choosing the right species, when to plant, plant densities, pest control and the subsequent maintenance programs.

The three reports bound together cost £ 6
Wild Flower Specification Manual 

by Grahame Dixie and Matthew Swift
The report provides the designer with the vital information required for selecting appropriate species for planting.  Seventy three wild flowers are covered.  For each species their natural habitats, including the NVC communities in which they are found, and environmental requirements are set out along with plant description, flowering times and their potential role in landscape design and habitat reconstruction.

The report costs £ 6
